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An Analysis of CAO Acceptances 2011
The following paper outlines changes in CAO acceptances by sector from 2002/03 to 2011/12 by, level and discipline.  As preliminary enrolment figures will not be available from the Higher Education Institutions until January 2012, these acceptance figures give an early indication of the number of new entrants to higher education in the academic year 2011/2012.  It is, however, important to note that not all acceptors actually register on their accepted college place. Some choose to defer or to follow another career path.  Also important to note is that not all new entrants enter through the CAO process, as some mature or access students enter through direct entry methods.

1. Overall Acceptances

The total number of acceptances from 2002/03 to 2011/12 is outlined in the graph below.  Overall acceptances increased very slightly from 45,598 in 2010 to 45,767 in 2011/12.  In the ten year period since 2002/03 the number of acceptances has increased by 25%  

Figure 1:  Total Acceptances (Level 6/7 & 8) 2002/03 to 2011/12.
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Table 1 below outlines the increases year on year in acceptances over the last ten years.

Table 1: CAO Acceptances 2001/02 – 2011/12
	
	02/03
	03/04
	04/05
	05/06
	06/07
	07/08
	08/09
	09/10
	10/11
	11/12

	Acceptances
	36,627
	38,333
	37,796
	38,173
	38,967
	39,915
	42,117
	45,582
	45,598
	45,767

	% Change
	0%
	5%
	-1%
	1%
	2%
	2%
	6%
	8%
	0%
	0.3%


The increase in 2003/04 is due to the inclusion of Nursing degrees in the CAO process. Acceptances increased by 6% in 2008/09 and a further 8% in 2009/10 but have stabilised since. 
The number of acceptances in 2011/12 (45,767) remained more or less static with only a very small increase on 2010/11 acceptance numbers (45,598).  The number of applicants in 2011/12 was 71,466 compared to 71,843 in 2010/11.  In terms of number of applicants that received a place in 2011/12 – 64% of applicants received a place in 2011/12 compared to 59% in 2010/11.  This is a significant increase.
Table 2: Changes in Numbers Accepting Places in the Various Higher Education Sectors 2002/03 – 2011/12
	 
	2002
	2004
	2006
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011

	Sector
	Total
	Total
	Total
	Total
	Total
	Total
	Total

	University
	15,629 (43%)
	17,398 (46%)
	18,226 (47%)
	19,662 (47%)
	20,274 (45%)
	20,218 (44%)
	20,110

(44%)

	IoTs +DIT
	18,109 (49%)
	17,443 (46%)
	17,294 (44%)
	18,679 (44%)
	21,192 (47%)
	21,171 (47%)
	21,610

(47%)

	Colleges of Education
	1,177 (3%)
	1,311 (4%)
	1,478 (4%)
	1,748 (4%)
	1,758 (4%)
	1,746 (4%)
	1,796

(4%)

	Others
	1,712 (5%)
	1,644 (4%)
	1,957 (5%)
	2,007 (5%)
	2,358 (5%)
	2,463 (5%)
	2,251

(5%)

	Total
	36,625
	37,796
	38,955
	42,096
	45,582
	45,598
	45,767


Table 2 shows an increase in the proportion of acceptors to the Universities from 43% in 2002/03 to 44% in 2011/12. However, the proportion of acceptors to the University sector declined in 2009/10 from 2008/09 and again very slightly in 2010/11 with no change in 2011/12.  The proportion of acceptors to Institutes of Technology increased from 44% in 2008/09 to 47% in 2009/10 and stabilised at 47% in 2010/11 and 2011/12.  The proportion of acceptors is again greater in the Institutes of Technology than the Universities in 2011/12 following a new trend from 2009/10.  The proportion of acceptors to Colleges of Education and Other Colleges remained static in 2011/12.   

Table 3: First Preference Acceptances as a Proportion of Total Acceptances 2011/12 by Sector

	Type of Institution
	Total Acceptances
	First Preference Acceptances
	% First Preference Acceptances

	Universities
	20,110
	11,314
	56.3%

	IoTs (+DIT) 
	21,610
	14,449
	66.9%

	Colleges of Education
	1,796
	976
	54.3%

	Others
	2,251
	1,310
	58.2%

	Total
	45,767
	28,049
	61.3%


Table 3 shows that first preference acceptors form 61.3% of all acceptors in 2011/12 up from 60.1% in 2010/11. This means that of all acceptors, 61.3% were offered and accepted a place on their first choice third level course. The Institute of Technology sector had the highest proportion of first preference acceptors with 66.9%. This figure drops to 56.3% in the University sector.  With the exception of the Colleges of Education the proportion of first preference acceptors is up for all sectors from 2010/11.
The proportion of first preference acceptances at both level 8 (55.9%) (Table 6) and Level 7/6 (74.2%) (Table 9) declined in 2010.  The corresponding proportions in 2009 were 56.2% at Level 8 and 74.4% at Level 7/6.  
Table 4: Changes in Total Acceptances (Level 8 and Level 6/7) by discipline 2000/01-2011/12
	Discipline
	Acceptances 2000
	Acceptances 2005
	Acceptances 2009
	Acceptances 2010
	Acceptances 2011

	Engineering
	4,084 (10.9%)
	2,805 (7.2%)
	3,677 (8.1%)
	3,680 (8.1%)
	3,711 (8.1%)

	Construction
	2,737 (7.3%)
	3,093 (7.9%)
	2,444 (5.4%)
	1,912 (4.2%)
	1,503 (3.3%)

	Computing
	4,097 (10.9%)
	1,880 (4.8%)
	2,656 (5.8%)
	2,687 (5.9%)
	2,952 (6.5%)

	Science (non Healthcare)
	3,721 (9.9%)
	3,364 (8.6%)
	4,733 (10.3%)
	4,645 (10.2%)
	4,831 (10.6%)

	Total Technology
	14,639 (39.1%)
	11,142 (28.6%)
	13,510 (29.6%)
	12,924 (28.3%)
	12,997 (28.4%)

	Agriculture & Veterinary
	601 (1.6%)
	662 (1.7%)
	952 (2.1%)
	931 (2.0%)
	962 (2.1%)

	Nursing
	0 (0.0%)
	2,037 (5.2%)
	1,641 (3.6%)
	1,648 (3.6%)
	1,668 (3.6%)

	Medicine
	330 (0.9%)
	415 (1.1%)
	628 (1.4%)
	694 (1.5%)
	731 (1.6%)

	Dentistry
	66 (0.2%)
	66 (0.2%)
	68 (0.15%)
	67 (0.10%)
	69 (0.2%)

	Other Healthcare
	696 (1.9%)
	1,592 (4.1%)
	1,784 (3.9%)
	1,783 (3.9%)
	1,711 (3.7%)

	Total Health, Vet & Agriculture
	1,693 (4.5%)
	4,772 (12.3%)
	5,073 (11.1%)
	5,123 (11.2%)
	5,141 (11.2%)

	Arts and Humanities
	7,676 (20.5%)
	9,179 (23.6%)
	10,905 (23.9%)
	11,027 (24.2%)
	11,096 (24.2%)

	Education
	1,515 (4.0%)
	2,057 (5.3%)
	2,360 (5.2%)
	2,442 (5.4%)
	2,490 (5.4%)

	Business and Law
	10,073 (26.9%)
	9,271 (23.8%)
	10,234 (22.5%)
	9,782 (21.5%)
	9,209 (20.1%)

	Social Services
	437 (1.2%)
	981 (2.5%)
	1,542 (3.4%)
	1,704 (3.7%)
	1,830 (4.0%)

	Services
	1,434 (3.8%)
	1,553 (4.0%)
	1,958 (4.3%)
	2,596 (5.7%)
	3,004 (6.6%)

	Total All
	37,467
	38,955
	45,582
	45,598
	45,767


Table 4 outlines the changes in total acceptances (Level 7/6 and Level 8) by discipline

· The highest proportion of acceptances in 2011/12 was in the Arts and Humanities discipline with 24.2% of all acceptances.  
· Technology acceptances remained static in 2011/12 with 28.4% of all acceptances. 
· Computing acceptances increased in 2011/12 to 6.5% of all acceptances compared to 5.9% in 2010/11. 
· Science acceptances increased very slightly in 2010/11 to 10.6% from 10.2% in 2010/11. 
· For the third year in a row Engineering acceptances remained stable in with 8.1% of all acceptances.   

· Construction acceptances declined again in 2011/12 with just 3.3% of all acceptances.  Acceptances have been continuously declining since 2005/06.  They are now the least popular discipline in the Technology category. 
· Other Healthcare and Nursing acceptances remained stable in 2011/12.  

· Business and Law acceptances declined again in 2011/12 to 20.1% of all acceptances from 21.5% in 2010/11. 

· Social Services continued to increase in 2011/12.  They are now 4.0% of all acceptances in 2011/12 up from just 1.2% in 2000/01.

· Acceptances to Services courses which include Leisure and Catering courses continued their upward trend in 2011/12 with 6.6% of acceptances up from 5.7% in 2010/11.
Level 8 Acceptances 
Figure 2 shows the change in the number of acceptances to Level 8 courses since 2002/03.  Acceptances increased by 2.0% from 2010/11 to 2011/12. The graph shows that acceptances increased from 21,101 in 2002/03 to 32,372 in 2011/12, an increase of 53.4%.  The inclusion of Nursing Level 8 degrees in 2003/04 contributed to the significant increase in acceptances at that time.  However, acceptances continued to increase in the intervening years. The increase in acceptances at Level 8 from 2003/04 to 2011/12 is 35.2%.

Figure 2: Level 8 Acceptances, 2002/03 to 2011/12
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Table 5: Changes in Level 8 Acceptances by discipline 2000/01 – 2011/12
	Discipline
	Acceptances 2000
	Acceptances 2006
	Acceptances 2009
	Acceptances 2010
	Acceptances 2011

	Engineering
	1,664 (8.0%)
	1,203 (4.5%)
	1,395(4.4%)
	1,500 (4.7%)
	1,569 (4.8%)

	Construction
	609 (2.9%)
	1,042 (3.9%)
	1,041 (3.3%)
	898 (2.8%)
	782 (2.4%)

	Computing
	1,809 (8.7%)
	926 (3.5%)
	1,380 (4.4%)
	1,427 (4.5%)
	1,723 (5.3%)

	Science (non Healthcare)
	2,495 (12.0%)
	2,495(9.4%)
	3,511 (11.1%)
	3,532 (11.1%)
	3,707 (11.5%)

	Total Technology
	6,577 (31.7%)
	5,666 (21.4%)
	7,327 (23.3%)
	7,357 (23.2%)
	7,781 (24.0%)

	Agriculture & Veterinary
	324 (1.6%)
	309 (1.2%)
	485 (1.5%)
	463 (1.5%)
	427 (1.3%)

	Nursing
	0 (0.0%)
	2,037 (7.7%)
	1,641 (5.2%)
	1,648 (5.2%)
	1,668 (5.2%)

	Medicine
	330 (1.6%)
	415 (1.6%)
	628 (1.9%)
	694 (2.2%)
	731 (2.3%)

	Dentistry
	66 (0.3%)
	66 (0.25%)
	68 (0.2%)
	67 (0.2%)
	69 (0.2%)

	Other Healthcare
	443 (2.1%)
	1,265(4.8%)
	1,305(4.2%)
	1,352 (4.3%)
	1,323 (4.1%)

	Total Health, Vet & Agriculture
	1,163 (5.6%)
	4,092 (15.5%)
	4,127 (13.1%)
	4,224 (13.3%)
	4,218 (13.0%)

	Arts and Humanities
	6,237 (30.1%)
	7,969 (30.1%)
	9,974(31.7%)
	10,192 (32.1%)
	10,217 (31.6%)

	Education
	1,515 (7.3%)
	2,030 (7.7%)
	2,229 (7.1%)
	2,282 (7.2%)
	2,343 (7.2%)

	Business and Law
	4,847 (23.4%)
	5,987 (22.6%)
	6,497 (20.7%)
	6,325 (19.9%)
	6,219 (19.2%)

	Social Services
	78 (0.4%)
	397 (1.5%)
	707 (2.2%)
	764 (2.4%)
	846 (2.6%)

	Services
	311 (1.5%)
	347 (1.3%)
	559 (1.8%)
	585 (1.8%)
	748 (2.3%)

	Total All
	20,728
	26,488
	31,420
	31,729
	32,372


Table 5 outlines the changes in acceptances at Level 8 by discipline.

· Arts and Humanities retain the highest proportion of acceptances in 2011/12 (32.6%). This is an increase from 31.1% in 2010/11.

· Technology acceptances increased slightly in 2011/12 holding 24.0% of all acceptances.  
· Computing increased in 2011/12 to 5.3% of all acceptances compared to 4.5% in 2010/11. 

· Science holds the largest number of acceptances within the Technology discipline in 2011/12. The proportion of Science acceptances has however only slightly since 2010/11 to 11.5%.  

· Acceptances to Engineering courses remained static in 2011/12 with 4.8% of acceptances. 

· Construction acceptances again declined from 2.8% in 2010/11 to 2.4% in 2011/12.  

· Acceptance to Nursing, Medicine, Dentistry and Other Healthcare remained static in 2011/12. 

· Education continues to remain stable in 2011/12.

· Business and Law acceptances again showed a slight decline in the overall proportion of all acceptances in 2011/12 with 19.2% of all acceptances.

· Acceptances to Social Services and Services both increased in 2011/12.
The number of Level 8 acceptances increased by 643 students from 2010/11.
Table 6: Proportion of Level 8 First Preference Acceptances by Discipline 2011/12

	
	Total Acceptances 2011
	First Preference Acceptances 2011
	% First Preference Acceptances 2011

	Engineering
	1,569
	1,113
	70.9%

	Construction
	782
	485
	62.0%

	Computing
	1,723
	1,110
	64.4%

	Science (non Healthcare)
	3,707
	1,679
	45.3%

	Total Technology
	7,781
	4,387
	56.4%

	Agriculture & Veterinary
	427
	289
	67.7%

	Nursing
	1,668
	683
	40.9%

	Medicine
	731
	530
	72.5%

	Dentistry
	69
	28
	40.6%

	Other Healthcare
	1,323
	608
	46.0%

	Total Health, Vet & Agriculture
	4,218
	2,138
	50.7%

	Arts and Humanities
	10,217
	5,709
	55.9%

	Education
	2,343
	1,446
	61.7%

	Business and Law
	6,219
	3,512
	56.5%

	Social Services
	846
	488
	57.7%

	Services
	748
	431
	57.6%

	Total All
	32,372
	18,111
	55.9%


Table 6 shows that Medicine has the highest proportion of first preference acceptors in 2011/12 with 72.5%.  Engineering which had the highest proportion in 2010/11 is the second highest with 70.9%. Overall the proportion of Level 8 acceptors that are first preference acceptors is 55.9%. 
Level 7/6 Acceptances 

Level 7/6 acceptances are Higher Certificate and Ordinary Degree acceptances.  Figure 3 shows that acceptances increased sharply in 2009 following a slight increase in 2008/09. However, acceptances declined slightly in 2010/11 to 13,869 and have continued to decline in 2011/12 with 13,395 acceptors.  Acceptances decreased by 3.4% from 2010/11.
Figure 3: Level 7/6 Acceptances, 2002/03 to 2011/12
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Table 8: Changes in Level 7/6 Acceptances by discipline 2000/01 – 2011/12
	Discipline
	Acceptances 2000
	Acceptances 2006
	Acceptances 2009
	Acceptances 2010
	Acceptances 2011

	Engineering
	2,420 (14.5%)
	1,602 (12.8%)
	2,282 (16.1%)
	2,180 (15.7%)        
	  2,142 (16.0%)

	Construction
	2,128 (12.7%)
	2,051(16.4%)
	1,403 (9.9%)
	1,014 (7.3%)
	721 (5.4%)

	Computing
	2,288 (13.7%)
	954 (7.7%)
	1,276 (9.0%)
	1,260 (9.1%)
	1,229 (9.2%)

	Science (non Healthcare)
	1,226 (7.3%)
	869(6.9%)
	1,222 (8.6%)
	1,113 (8.0%)
	1,124 (8.4%)

	Total Technology
	8,062 (48.2%)
	5,476 (43.9%)
	6,183 (43.6%)
	5,567 (40.1%)
	5,216 (38.9%)

	Other Healthcare
	253 (1.5%)
	327 (2.7%)
	467 (3.3%)
	431 (3.1%)
	388 (2.9%)

	Agriculture & Veterinary
	277 (1.7%)
	353(2.8%)
	479 (3.4%)
	468 (3.4%)
	535 (4.0%)

	Total Health, Vet & Agriculture
	530 (3.2%)
	680 (5.5%)
	946 (6.7%)
	899 (6.5%)
	923 (6.9%)

	Arts and Humanities
	1,439 (8.6%)
	1,210 (9.7%)
	931 (6.6%)
	835 (6.0%)
	879 (6.6%)

	Business and Law
	5,226 (31.2%)
	3,284 (26.3%)
	3,737 (26.4%)
	3,457 (24.9%)
	2,990 (22.3%)

	Education
	0 (0%)
	27 (0.23%)
	131 (0.9%)
	160 (1.2%)
	147 (1.1%)

	Social Services
	359 (2.1%)
	584 (4.7%)
	835 (5.9%)
	940 (6.8%)
	984 (7.3%)

	Services
	1,123 (6.7%)
	1,206 (9.7%)
	1,399 (9.8%)
	2,011 (14.5%)
	2,256 (16.8%)

	Total All
	16,739
	12,467
	14,162
	13,869
	13,395


Table 8 outlines the changes in acceptances at Level 7/6 by discipline.

· Technology recorded the highest number of acceptances with 38.9% of all acceptances down however from 40.1% in 2010/11.  Within the Technology disciplines Engineering has by the highest proportion of acceptances with 16.0%.  
· Acceptances to Science increased slightly in 2011/12 to 8.4% of all acceptances. 
· Computing acceptances remained static in 2011 with 9.2% of all acceptances.  
· Constructions proportion of all acceptances continued to decline in 2011/12 with just 5.4% of all acceptances compared to 7.3% in 2010/11 and 16.4% in 2006/07.  

· Arts and Humanities acceptances increased in 2011/12 to 22.3% following a decline in 2010/11. 

· The proportion of Social Services acceptances continued to increase in 2011/12.  They now make up 7.3% of all acceptances at Level 7/6. 
· Business and Law courses declined further in 2011/12 to 22.3% of all acceptances. 
· The proportion of acceptances to Agriculture courses increased in 2011/12 to 4.0% of all acceptances.
· Acceptances to Services also continued its upward trend. In 2011/12.  They now have 16.8% of all acceptances at this level compared to just 6.7% in 200/01.  
Level 6/7 acceptances decreased by 474 in 2011/12.  
Table 9: Proportion of Level 7/6 First Preference Acceptances by Discipline 2011/12
	Discipline
	Total Acceptances 2011
	First Preference Acceptances 2011
	% First Preference Acceptances 2011

	Engineering
	2,142
	1,670
	78.0%

	Construction
	721
	525
	72.8%

	Computing
	1,229
	959
	78.0%

	Science (non Healthcare)
	1,124
	799
	71.1%

	Total Technology
	5,216
	3,953
	75.8%

	Other Healthcare
	388
	281
	72.4%

	Agriculture & Veterinary
	535
	440
	82.2%

	Total Health, Vet & Agriculture
	923
	721
	78.1%

	Arts and Humanities
	879
	716
	81.5%

	Business and Law
	2,990
	2,187
	73.1%

	Education
	147
	115
	78.2%

	Social Services
	984
	734
	74.6%

	Services
	2256
	1,517
	67.0%

	Total All
	13,395
	9,938
	74.2%


Disciplines with the highest first preference acceptors in 2011/12 in descending order: Agriculture and Veterinary, Arts and Humanities, Education, Computing and Engineering. The proportion of 1st preference acceptances at Level 6/7 was 74.2% compared to 55.9% at Level 8.  This is probably due to the lower points requirements to gain access to a level 6/7 course. 

Appendix 1 Composition of Discipline Categories

Construction:  Civil Engineering, Construction studies, Architecture, Estate Agency, Valuation, Planning.

Engineering:  Electrical, Electronic, Food, Agriculture, Mechanical, Chemical, Computing and Process engineering and all other engineering.

Computing:  Computer Science, Information Technology, Software Development, Programming, Computer Games Development, Networking

Science (non healthcare): Biology, Biotechnology, Chemistry, Pharmaceutical Science, Physics, Astronomy, Mathematics, Forensics, Analytical Science

Healthcare: Therapies, Biomedical Science, Radiography.

Arts and Humanities: Languages, Social Sciences, Arts, Cultural Studies etc.

Business and Law: Finance, Business Studies, Marketing, Law

Services: Tourism, Hotel and Catering, Culinary, Bar Management, Event Management, Health and Safety.

PAGE  
15

