Policy Study on Open and Distance Learning

1. Terms of Reference for HEA Expert Group on ODL 

· To assess the current level of engagement of the Irish higher education sector in open and distance learning.

· To identify principles of best practice in international policies for the provision and promotion of open and distance learning in the context of increasing lifelong learning participation.

· To evaluate the compatibility of the current policy and funding framework with the objective of significantly increasing participation in lifelong learning.

· To consider the potential demand for open and distance learning in Ireland.

· To consult widely with higher education providers and other interested stakeholders in conducting its work.

· To bring forward recommendations for consideration by the HEA for the design and development of a national strategy on open and distance learning.

