Public Consultation — Invitation for Submissions 

HEA Policy Study on Open and Distance Learning (ODL)
The Higher Education Authority (HEA) has undertaken a policy study on open and distance learning (ODL). ODL is one approach to the introduction of more flexible learning opportunities for students who are in employment or who are unable to commit to regular attendance at higher-education institutions. As such it has an important contribution to make to national objectives in up-skilling and higher education participation.
The HEA has established an expert group to bring forward recommendations to the Authority on the future role and potential of ODL in Irish higher education.  The full terms of reference for this policy study are available at www.hea.ie/odl or by contacting Valerie Hayes at (01) 2317 166.
As part of the exercise, the HEA is engaging in a public consultation process. Submissions to the expert group are invited from members of the public and other interested stakeholders on the opportunities for the further development of ODL in the Irish higher-education sector. Submissions should be made following the template provided at www.hea.ie/odl. 
Please forward your views to:

Ms Valerie Hayes,

Open and Distance Learning Study,
Higher Education Authority,

Brooklawn House,

Crampton Avenue,

Shelbourne Road,

Dublin 4.

or e-mail odl@hea.ie.
The closing date for receipt of submissions is 25th April 2008.

HEA Policy Study on Open and Distance Learning (ODL) 

Submission Template
In order to effectively collect a range of information, the HEA has composed several questions which address specific areas of concern/debate in respect of open and distance learning. These questions are provided as a guideline only. Should you have additional information or wish to make a freeform submission please feel free to do so.
	1. Open and distance learning is often seen as a flexible learning opportunity for those in employment and/or those unable to commit to regular attendance at higher education institutions. As part of this call for submissions we would like to develop a vision for Open and Distance Learning and how this vision could be implemented in Ireland. What do you think Open and Distance learning in Ireland should consist of?


	


	2.  Ireland’s future social and economic progress is dependent on the ability to continue to increase the skills of the population. Can you identify how in your opinion the implementation of an Open and Distance Learning strategy could assist in this goal?


	


	3.  Taking into account the questions set out above, please elaborate on any issues you consider might act as barriers to the effective implementation of Open and Distance Learning in Ireland.


	


	4.  What specific support service provision or requirement met would offer greatest assistance to those who may wish engage in Open and Distance Learning in Ireland? In particular what would assist prospective learners to overcome any barriers which you may have suggested in answer to question 3 above?


	


	5.  Do you have any experience of Open and Distance Learning processes as they operate outside Ireland? Are there any examples of international best practice that you would support? 


	


	6.  Please provide any other comments or relevant information which may assist.


	


	If you would like to be contacted as part of the consultation process please provide your contact details below. (Optional)



	


